ABOUT GREEN CITY PROGRAM:
Green City Program – Engaging, inspiring and empowering our youth for a sustainable future.
Green City teaches K-12 students about environmentally sustainable design as it pertains to architecture
and urban planning in South Florida and beyond. The Coral Gables Museum’s exhibits and urban location
provide prime opportunities to explore green topics in the civic arts - from native plants and eco-friendly
building materials to public transportation and sea level rise. Each field experience will include a city or
exhibit tour, group discussion and design activity.
The Green City program mission is to:






heighten environmental consciousness in the minds of children
introduce the civic arts disciplines of architecture, landscape architecture, design, urban planning
as well as historic and environmental preservation and sustainable development
help students understand the complex relationship between the built and natural environment
explain how sustainable design can be a solution to worldwide environmental threats
empower students to affect positive change in their homes, communities and world

The Green City program vision is to create a generation of environmentally conscientious citizens,
leaders and civic arts professionals.

Thank you to our curriculum consultants:
Carmen Guerrero, Architect and Professor, University of Miami School of Architecture
Jaime Correa, Architect and Professor, University of Miami School of Architecture
David Rifkind, Architect and Professor, Florida International University School of Architecture
Kiki Mutis, Environmental Education Specialist and Community Outreach Coordinator, Fairchild
Tropical Botanic Garden
To schedule a program for your class, please complete the Tour Request Form, and submit your
request to Angela Bolaños education@coralgablesmuseum.org or 305.603.8067.

HOW TO REGISTER:
1. Read the “Green City” curriculum guide. Then, choose the theme that best suits your class:
Living Green Today (K-5)
Green Transportation Today (K-12)
Designing Sustainable Cities (3-12)
Designing Green Gardens (6-12)
Building Green: The Tin Box (6-12)
This Old House (6-12)
Local Architecture and Urban Design (6-12)
Miracle Mile Master Plan (6-12)
2. Complete the Tour Request Form.
3. Submit your request education@coralgablesmuseum.org or 305.603.8067.

CURRICULUM GUIDE:
Theme: Living Green Today
Grades: K-5
Description: Students first learn about how their actions can positively or negatively affect their
environment, then consider: What can I do at home/school to live green? How can I conserve water,
energy and our natural resources? How can I improve air quality? How can I reuse/reduce/recycle to
minimize waste? How can I apply "green" living to my life?
Activities:
 Living Green Today Presentation & Pledge
(30 min.)
 Recycling Relay Race (15 min.)
 Recyclables Art Activity (30 min.)
Duration: 1.5 hr.
Site: School
Fee: $200, group size: 20-50

Theme: Green Transportation Today *available October 2, 2015 – January 31, 2016
Grades: K-12
Description: Students will learn about the importance of transportation in cities, and be able to list modes
of transportation from least to most harmful to the environment. Students will explore the history and
discuss the evolution/devolution of modes of transportation over time. Students will discuss transportation
alternatives for reduction of air pollution and obtaining a sustainable environment. Students will learn
about Green Transportation practices, which means any kind of transportation method or vehicle that is
eco-friendly and does not negatively impact the immediate environment. Students will understand that
urban planning and infrastructure influences how citizens navigate the city and evaluate parts of MiamiDade County in terms of eco-friendly transit.
Activities:
 Green Transportation Presentation (15 min.)
 Exhibit Tour: “Ludlam Trail 2020: From Grassroots to Treetops” (35 min.)
 Exhibit Tour: “Trailblazers: The Perilous Story of the Tamiami Trail” (35 min.)
 Collaborative Art Activity: As a class under the guidance of a Museum Educator, students will
create The Ludlam Trail master plan by working in small groups designing different sections of
the former railroad line in Miami. (30 min.)
Duration: 2 hours
Site: Coral Gables Museum
Fee: $5 per student, group size: 20-60

Theme: Designing Sustainable Cities
Grades: 3-12
Description: Students will identify and discuss elements of a city; public spaces, dwellings, commercial
buildings, schools, parks, sidewalks, landscaping, streetscapes, transportation systems (trolleys, bike
paths). A city is shaped by both small scale and large scale elements. How can these elements contribute
to sustainability? City design and planning is a collaborative process that includes input from architects,
urban designers, government officials, landscape architects, environmentalists and engineers. How is
Coral Gables sustainable? How does it compare to my neighborhood in terms of being green? How can
these neighborhoods improve?
Activities:
 Green City Walking Tour (1 hr.)
 Create a Green Community Interactive Activity,
grades 3-12 (1 hr.)
 Art activity (20 min.):
o Green Streetscape Design, grades 3-5
o Design a Green City Map. Individual
urban planning activity. Consider
sustainable components, grades 6-12
Duration: 2.5 hours
Site: Coral Gables Museum and City Tour
Fee: $10 per student, group size: 20-60

Theme: Building Green: The Tin Box
Grades: 6-12
Description: Students learn how to design and build in a manner that reduces waste and detriment on our
natural resources and environment. Topics include: LEED certification, identifying eco-friendly building
materials, the lessons of the tropical house, solar design, energy use and conservation, water use and
conservation, sustainable landscape design through the use of native flora and application of sustainability
concepts to interior design.
Activities:
 Teacher reviews PPT/ video on LEED building (provided by Museum) in the classroom prior to
visit (15 min.)
 Tour of The Tin Box, a new LEED home designed by architect David Rifkind (1 hr. - 10am11am)
 Design Activity and picnic lunch at park (1 hr.) (Pending weather)
Duration: 1-2 hours on site
Site: The Tin Box, private residence built by local architect and professor, David Rifkind
Fee: $10 per student, group size: 20-60

Theme: This Old House
Grades: 6-12
Description: Students learn how historic preservation, an important architectural specialization and
career track, can be green. Topics include: LEED certification, historic preservation, adapting existing
buildings to be more energy efficient, identifying eco-friendly building materials, and sustainable
landscape design through the use of native flora.
Activities:
 Introduction by Museum staff about historic preservation and LEED (15 min.)
 Tour of Coral Gables Museum highlighting LEED initiatives led by Museum staff (40 min.)
 Historic Downtown Walking Tour (40 min.)
 Art Activity: Restore, Renovate, Update and Repurpose an Old House (30 min.)
Duration: 2 hours
Site: Coral Gables Museum
Fee: $10 per student, group size: 20-60

Theme: Designing Green Gardens
Grades: 6-12
Description: Students will: learn how to compost; be able to identify native plants of South Florida;
understand how native plants are eco-friendly; and discover the role of a landscape architect. Then,
students design a native plant garden of their own.
Activities:
 “Home is Where the Forrest Is” guided collaborative activity (25 min.)
 Native Plants of South Florida presentation (25 min.)
 Courtyard Garden Tour (15 min.)
 Native Plant Garden Design Activity (30 min.)
Duration: 2 hours
Site: Coral Gables Museum
Fee: $5 per student, group size: 20-60

Theme: Local Architecture and Urban Design
Grades: 6-12
Description: Students discover the history of Coral Gables, city founder George Merrick's translation of
Mediterranean architecture, and contemporary local issues in downtown development and urban design.
Students evaluate the current state of the City of Coral Gables in terms of Green Living and Green Design
and the current development initiatives.
Activities:
 Exhibit Tour: “Creating the Dream: George Merrick and His Vision for Coral Gables” (35 min.)
 Downtown Walking Tour (35 min.)
 Art Activity: Design an Urban Plan (30 min.)
Duration: 2 hours
Site: Coral Gables Museum and City Tour
Fee: $10 per student, group size: 20-60

Theme: Miracle Mile Master Plan *available March 3 – May 29, 2016
Grades: 6-12
Description: Students discover the history of Coral Gables, city founder
George Merrick's translation of Mediterranean architecture, and
contemporary local issues in downtown development and urban design.
Students evaluate the current state of the City of Coral Gables in terms of
Green Living and Green Design and the current development initiatives.
Activities:
 Exhibit Tour: “Miracle Mile” (35 min.)
 Miracle Mile Walking Tour (35 min.)
 Discussion: Evaluate the current Miracle Mile master plan (10 min.)
 Art Activity: Implement green urban design principles into the
master plan (20 min.)
Duration: 2 hr.
Site: Coral Gables Museum and City Tour
Fee: $10 per student, group size: 20-60

